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UNITKD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIC ATION 

Now Orleans, Louisiana 
April 25, 1969 



JAMES EAIU. RAY 



Raul Viet o r u 1 a s interviewed at 

his residence, Metairie, Louisiana. 

Esquivel id en t iTieTj n iiil^ i as^a Tru uper with the Louisiana 
State Police, and stated he had been so employed for the 
past ten and one-ha 1£. years . He fui'ther advised that he 
had been assigned to Troop B of the State Police in 
Metairie, Louisiana, for the past several years. 



Esquivel stated that he has resided at his present 
residence for the past several years, that he built the 
residence himself, that he has raised his family in that 
residence, and that at the present time, only he and his wife 
are residents of the home. He stated that his son, Raul 
Esquivel, Jr., is married, resides in New Orleans and that 
he is a gi'Ondparent as a result of his son's marriage, his 
grandson having been mmod Raul Esquivel, III. Esquivel 
furnished the following information: 



Upon observation of a photograph of Charles J. 

Stein, Esquivel did not recognize Stein as a person he 
has ever seen, nor did he recall of having eVer heard of 
the name Charles Stein. Upon observation of throe photo- 
graphs of James Earl Ray, including two front and one 
right profile, Esquivel recognized Ray for tlie reason that 
Ray's photographs were^widcly publicized following his 
identification as the individual who assassinated Martin 
Luther King. Esquivel lias never been personally acquainted 
with Ray and to the best of his knowledge has never per- 
sonally observed Ray, except by photographs through news 
media. Esc^uivel has never visited Canada, Mexico, Birmingham, 
Alabama, or Memphis, Tennessee. Esquivel has no personal 
knowledge of James Earl Ray. 



According to ’’Look" maga 2 fine articles concerning 
•.activities of James Earl Ray, the following dates are noted 
whci'oin Ray and his friend "Raoul" are alleged to have been 
together. 
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July 18 - August 24, 19G7 



August 21, 19C7 
August 28 - 30, 1967 
October 7-10, 1967 



December 17 - 19, 



1969 



.-7 



According to •’Look** fnnprazine 
art: id os, snlijoct mol, "Kaoul** 
in Canada on about occasions 

durint; this period. 

Subject Ray and •’Raoul** were in 
Y^indsor, Canada. 

Ray met "Raoul** during this 
period in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Ray arrived San Francisco Hotel, 
Acapulco, Mexico, on October 10, 
1967. One or two days prior to 
that time, he met "Raoul** in 
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. 

Ray net **Raoul** at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, and received $2500 
from him. 



April 


4, 1968 


•'Raoul *' allegedly was in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and fired the sliot at 
6:00 PM that kilUcu Martin Luther 
King. 


Prior investigation has disclosed tha't Trooper 
Esquivel Tiad worked as follows during the month of August, 
1967:. 


August 


1 « 

1 , 2 , and 3 : 


On Duty; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM 


August 


4 : 


Day Off 


Augus t 


5: 


pn IXity; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM 


August 


6 and 7: 


Off duty due to a dcatli in 
iiis family. 


August 


8 and 9: 


On duty*; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM 


August 


10: 


Off Duty. 


August 

\ 


11 through 23: 


On .duty; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

t 
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August 24: 

August 25 and 26: 
August 27: 

August 28, 29, and 30: 
August 31: 



Off Duty. 

On duty; 7:00 AM to 3;00 PM 
Off Duty 

On duty; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 
Off Duty. 



Aurrusf ^"''fStlgation has disclosed that during 

Aut^ust, 1967, Esquivel* was assigned to duties in 

rosponsibifity sincrif.as rluZTln 
for;? troopers on their day's off. During August 

1967, Esquivel worked in tJ.e Now Orleans area. ’ 

♦ Esquivel stated that he has not engaged in anv 
lengthy travel of recent years and noted that for the pLt 

deioLrjrthe off-duty time has been 

ucvoteu to the building in his garage at home of a small 

airplane. Esquivel advised that he is a licensed pilot! 

of 19R7 recalled that dui'ing the summer months 

of 1967, he was performing duties out of Troop B but t)>at ho 
docs not recall any specific activities on any specific datS 
He stated that he would also be unable to recall aSy^eci^ic' 
dates of his activities during the months of October and 
December ,-1967, and April, 1968. • 

■ - Esquivel pointed out that he regards himself as a 

professional law enforcement officer, that he takes pride 

no s^ateri'hnr^F nothing whatsoever to hide, 

nnv 0 , ^+ 1 ^ ^ if he did possess any information concerning 

nay or the assassination of King, he would not hesitate to 
furnish same to tlie FBI. 

..I following backg?-ound and descriptive data was 

Obtained by interview nnd observation: 



Name 

Race 

Sc;c 

Date ol bix'th 
Place of birth 



Raul Victor Esquivel, Sr, 
V/hite • 

Male 

11/17/2G 

Bel.iz, Bi-itish Honduras 
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Nationality ^ 



Military service 



Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

[iuilci 



Naturalized as U. S. Citizen 
during early 1940 's (World 
War II) at Alexai^diia, Virginia, 
while a member oj tlie U. S, 



Army . 

U. S. Army and O 



duriiifr World War 




S. 

II, 



Navy 



175 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 
Stocky • 



I 
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Tills document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of tJie FBI. It is the pi-operty of the FBI and is loaned to 

i our agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
utside your agency. 
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